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Paper & Paperboard Recovery

The U.S. paper recovery rate increased  in 2015 to a record-high 66.8 percent. 
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Packaging Recovery

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) indicates that paper and paperboard 

packaging accounts for nearly three-quarters of packaging materials recovered for 

recycling in the U.S.
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Paper Recovery & Landfill

The amount of paper going to landfills is estimated to have declined by more than half 

since 2003.



VA Consuming Paper Mills

Rock Tenn: Lynchburg & West Point - 600,000 TPY   OCC, mix

Georgia Pacific: Big Island - 420,000 TPY  OCC & DLK

Greif Brothers: Amherst  - 312,000 TPY  OCC

 Sonoco-Richmond  -120,000 TPY OCC, mix, cores

White Birch Paper: Ashland - 102,00 TPY  ONP, OMG

 ST Tissue: Franklin VA  - 72,000 TPY   SOP, OCC, DLK 

Total Annual Recycle Fiber Consumption = 1.626 million tons
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Recovery & Use of Old Corrugated Containers (OCC)

The recovery rate of OCC in 2015 rose to a record-high 92.9 percent. The increase was 

driven by a 3.5 percent increase in domestic consumption of OCC and a 10.6 percent 

jump in OCC exports.
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Where Recovered Paper Goes

In 2015 33.4% of the paper and paperboard recovered in the U.S. went to produce 

containerboard and 11.8% went to produce boxboard.

Net exports of recovered paper to China and other nations accounted for 39.8%.
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MSC Oscar, Worlds Largest Container Ship
19,224 TEU, 395 M L , 59 M W, 16 M Draft

83,800 HP



15



16



17



18


